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and the annual dinner will be held at the White Hart Hotel at 7 p.M.
Tickets (exclusive of wine), 6s., which can be obtained from the Honorary
Seretary. The President-elect has kindly arranged visits to the Priory
Rus anld Church, and the Castle. After the meeting a GardenParty will
be held at the residence of the President-elect. The nomination of
candidates for the office of Elective Members of Council (Branch Repre-
sentatives on the Central Council) for the ensuing year, must he made by
three electors. and in writing, to the Honorary Secretary of the Branch,
G. YOUNG EALES, i, Matlock Terrace, Torquay, on or before May 20th.

SOUTiH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST SUSSEX DISTRICT.-The next meeting
of this District will be held at Lewes. at the White Hart Hotel, on
Thursday, May 21st, at 4.45 p.m. Mr. G. Vere Benson will take the chair.
Papers are promised from Mr. L. Lovell-Keavs and Dr. Lawsett. Dr. Gab-
bett will read a paper on the Diagnostic Value of Blood Examination.
Dinner after the meeting at 6.45: charge 6a., exclusive of wine. All
members of South-Eastern Branch are entitled to be present.-W. J. C.
MERRY, Honorary Secretary, 2, Chiswick Place, Eastbourne.

WORCESTERSHIRE ANID HEREFORDSHIRE BRANCH: WORCESTER Divi-
sIQN;-Tbe first meeting of this Division will be beld at the Worcester
Infirmary on Friday. May 22nd, at 5.X5 p m. Business: To elect officers
of the Division; to elect a Delegate to attend Representative Meetings of
the Association; to make rules for the Division, and any other business.-
GEo. W. CROWE, M.D., 43, Foregate Street,, Worcester, Honorary Secretary.

WORCESTERSHIRE AND HEREFORDSHIRE AND GLOUCESTER BRANCHES.-
Eleetion of a Metnber of Council to represent these Branches on the
Central Council of Association. It has been arranged that the Worcester-
shire and Herefordshire Branch should have the nomination for the first
three years, Gloucestershire for the next three years. and so on alter-
nately. Nominations made by three electors mmist be sent in writing to
the-undersigned on or before June ioth.-GEo. W. CROWE, M.D., 43, Fore-
gatW Street, Worcester, Honorary Secretary.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
MANCHESTER.

New Skin Bo8pital.-Citv Coronership.-Smalltpox Epidemic.
JtdsT at the present moment in Manchester there is much
scope for the activity of the talents of architects. There has
been a keen competition amongst local architects in the pre-
paration of plans for the new Manchester and Salford Hos-
pital for Skin Diseases, Quay Street; and premiums have
been awarded to certain firms of architects for the excellence
of their designs. The cost of the hospital building is limited
to £14,00o, and the hospital must be so arranged as to provide
accommodation for 30 in-patients, and a large waiting room
with accommodation for 200 out-patients. In the matter of
plans for the New Infirmary on the Stanley Grove Estate,
the assessor is busy making a selection from the architects-
nearly fifty in number-who have sent in their names as
competitors.
As has already been stated, the City Council refused to

accept the nomination for the office of coroner made- by a
Committee, and referred the matter to a Special Committee
consisting of the senior councillor of each ward. This Com-
mfttee met on May 8th, and selected from the original list of
twenty-six candidates six names; this short list differed from
the list sent up by the original Committee in that two names
were omitted and two names added; one of the names
omitted was that of the gentleman who hadbeen recommended
for election to the office. After interviewing all the candi-
dates, the new Committee unanimously recommended Mr.
Ernest Gibson, M.B., barrister-at-law. Mr. Gibson, who has
practised as a barrister on the northern circuit, has acted as
deputy coroner for Liverpool since I892.
The small-pox epidemic is costing the authorities much

money. Already in Salford there have been about 130 cases.
A Local Government Board inquiry was held in Salford on
May 8th to hear the request of the Salford Corporation to be
allowed to borrow £2,200 to repay-the cost of temporary pavi-
lions at their small-pox hospital at Drinkwater Park, and £2,000
for a special disinfecting station. The question at issue was
whether the Local Government Board would grant the Corpo-
ration permission to raise a loan, having regard to the
temporary character of the buildings. The expense of the
epidemic has been considerable, and it is hoped that the
expenditure may be spread over a few years to relieve the
ratepayers of an additional burden.

TaE UNIVERSITY OF VIENNA.-The prospectus of lectures
for the summer term of this year in the University of Vienna
comprises3P6 courses to be delivered by 29 ordinary and
54 extraordinary professors and II2 privatdocenten and
assistants. The total number of students enrolled in the
medif 1 faculty at present is 1,913, of whom 5I are women.

CORRESPONDENCE,
THE SPITTING NUISANCE.-SPITTING IN PUBLIC-

HOUSES.
SiR,-As ameans for the prevention of tuberculosis it is

chiefly important that spitting should be stopped in places
where it is most likely to do harm.
Of all places of resort probably the public-house is the most

fruitful source of phthisis. It has been found that in France
the amount of phthisis varies with the amount of alcohol
drunk, and the English Registrar-General has shown that
public-house servants suffer from this disease to a far greater
extent than any other class of the community. It is these
servants who sweep out the bars. In poor districts it may be
safely said that every public-house bar is visited by at least
one consumptive every day, and he probably spits on the
floor while there.
I have formed the opinion, on evidence as conclusive as it

seems possible to get, that the majority of adult male con-
sumptives in my own district have derived the infecticn from
the public-house. It is obvious, then, that of all places where
it is desirable to stop spitting the public-house is far the most
important. Yet I am informed that the terms " public ball,
public waiting-room, or place of public entertainment," as
used in tbe Glamorganshire by-law against spitting, do not
include "public-houses." If so, it is most important that
these should be specifically included in any by-laws made for
the County of London.
Besides being pre-eminently desirable, it is, I believe, per-

fectly practicable to stop spitting in public-houses. They
are under continual police supervision, and it is to the interest.
of the landlord and-his servants to keep their bar clean. The
publicans are becoming aware of the danger they run from
the infection of phthisis, and many of them would be glad to
join in an effort to reduce this danger.
In the borough of Woolwich, with very few exceptions, the

licensed victuallers have posted up in the bars notices re-
questing customers not to spit on the floor, but they say that
at present they are powerless to enforce such notices. A
by-law would effectually strengthen their hands.
I venture to say that any by-law against spitting which

does not apply to public-houses will produce but an insensible
effect in the diminution of tuberculosis.-I am, etc.,
Woolwich, May 12th. SIDNEY DAVIES, M.O.H.

THE RELATION OF HUMAN TO BOVINE
TUBERCULOSIS.

SIR.-The results of the experiments of Professor Hamilton
and Mr. M'Lauchlan Young referred to in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of April 25th, p. 979, though interesting as
confirmatory results of experiments performed in the past, do
not supply us with the evidence now wanting. Young calves
have been already successfully inoculated with tubercle from
human sources by other experimenters, as for example by
Ravenel of Pennsylvania, who took the tuberculous sputum
of human adults as the source of his experiments. The point
that now needs settling is whether adult cattle also can be
inoculated with human tubercle direct, since the subjects of
Dr. -Koch's negative experiments he describes as "young
cattle," which presumably means adult cattle, not calves.
That calves may be susceptible to direct inoculation of human
diseases where adult cattle are not is shown by the result of
the transference of variola from man to bovines. Though
this " age distinction" is theoretically negligible in the quef-
tion of the transmissibility of tubercle from man to cattle, in
practice it is of great importance, as is demonstrated by the
curious conclusions drawn from some of the experimental
results already obtained.
Thus, Dr. Nathan Raw in a paper read before the Liverpool

Medical Institution on February 26th, 1903, points to the suc-
cessful inoculation of calves from abdominal tuberculosis
cases in infants as evidence of the bovine source of the dis-
ease, a conclusion which is quite untenable in view of the
successful inoculation of calves from human phthisis of
adults. If these experiments referred to by Dr. Nathan Raw
had been successfully conducted with adult cattle, they would
have possessed some value so long as Koch's negative results
in adult cattle inoculated with undoubted human tubercle
bacilli remain undisproved.
The susceptibility of calves should be accepted for the

present as proved. The question of the susceptibility of adult
cattle still remains doubtful, and when this doubt can be


